
Dear Friends of Mercy, 

 

SEVEN YEARS  

of Trusting in Godôs Mercy 

and Divine Providence 
 

As we enter a new decade in the 

third millennium, we thank God for 

giving us the grace to persevere in 

trusting in His Mercy and Divine 

Providence for seven years now.  

We give praise to God for allowing 

us to enter our seventh year of spreading the message and 

devotion to the Divine Mercy in the Hawaiian Islands.  

When the Lord spoke to my heart in 2003 and gave me         

unmistakable signs to start the Divine Mercy ministry in the 

islands, I never imagined that I would be experiencing 

many blessings as well as tribulations that would put my 

faith into test and practice. 

 

A Test and Lesson in Trust 
Trust and mercy are the foundation of the devotion to The 

Divine Mercy given to us by Jesus Himself through St. 

Faustina Kowalska of Poland.  As the founder of the Divine 

Mercy Center of Hawaii, I have always emphasized to         

people the need to trust in God's Mercy.  Little did I know 

that I would be put to a real serious test.  The words "Jesus, 

I Trust in You"  all of a sudden had a very special meaning 

in my life.  Will I trust in God's Mercy? 

  

Many members who have attended our events in previous 

years still do not know the type of struggles I went through 

recently.   The Divine Mercy Conference held on October 

2008 was a great success with bountiful graces for 

sure.  But a little over a month after the completion of that 

conference, the Lord Jesus would invite me to put into  

practice what I was advocating for - to trust in His 

Mercy!  After Thanksgiving dinner on November 27, 2008 

I experienced an excruciating pain in my chest.  I was 

rushed to the emergency and was kept in the hospital for 

more testing.  The doctors told me that I had a mild heart 

attack and that I had no option but to undergo a quadruple 

bypass open heart surgery.  I thought how can this happen,  

I was just in my late 40ôs?  The operation was performed on     

December 2, 2008.  Thanks to God's mercy and the prayers 

of many people, I survived the surgery. 

My recovery went well, praise be to God, and I returned to  
my full-time office job in May 2009.  I continued to  

strengthen myself through lots of rest, exercise and healthy 

food, but with the obvious, I put off any activities for the 

Divine Mercy ministry for 2009.  However, God has His 

ways of accomplishing His goals.   

 

Serving God in Small Ways             
During my recovery days and from the comfort of my own 

home, I was still doing God's work in the smallest ways.  I 

have experienced that the ministry's website has been a 

powerful tool in spreading the message of God's Mercy as I 

had contact with so many people from all over the world via 

the internet.  A seminarian from Africa sought help in         

obtaining rosaries and chaplets to be distributed to the          

people of his village.  A catechist from Lima, Peru needed 

rosaries and scapulars for parish children in her community.  

I was able to help many people worldwide even in the 

smallest ways like praying for their intentions, giving them 

advice and support in the formation of their own cenacle 

groups in their countries.  With the wonder technology of 

email and phone communication, I was even able to assist 

in  organizing a Divine Mercy Parish Mission in Santa 

Maria, California.  And of course the biggest work I did 

was to offer up my physical, emotional, mental and finan-

cial sufferings.  I was reminded when I received an email 

from a dear priest friend from Poland, Fr. Peter Pru-

sakiewicz, who asked me to offer my sufferings for the out-

pouring of the Holy Spirit during the parish missions he 

was leading then.  He wanted me to use my sufferings for 

the conversion of the hearts of people he would be preach-

ing to. 

 

The Redemptive Value of Suffering             
All of us have experienced problems and life challenges in 

one way or another.  But what will help us handle the diffi-

culties is the truth that the Holy Catholic Church teaches us 

that suffering has its merits and that it is a pure form of 

prayer to God.  When we offer our sufferings to God, He 

transforms them into graces for the people that we love, the 

people that we pray for and for those who have no one to 

pray for them - both living and dead. 

   

In the diary of St. Faustina, she tells us that if Holy Angels 

were capable of being envious, they would envy us human 

beings of two things - suffering and receiving Holy             

Communion.  How often do we take for granted the great  
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invitation of Our Lord to help Him to save souls by entrust-

ing our sufferings to Him and by uniting with Him most 

especially during Holy Communion. 

 

In another verse of the diary, the Lord told St. Faustina that 

sufferings are given to us for our own sanctification.  

"Apostle of My Mercy, proclaim to the whole world My 

unfathomable mercy. Do not be discouraged by the        

difficulties you encounter in proclaiming My mercy. 

These difficulties that affect you so painfully are needed 

for your sanctification and as evidence that this work is 

Mine." (Diary 1142). 

 

The Endless Need for Evangelization             
My recovery process was not totally easy but what helped 

me tremendously was the fact that I believe that there is a 

reason for everything.  I thank God for the gift of faith He 

had given me for without it, I would have not known how to 

handle the challenges that were sent to me.  Without the 

knowledge and belief that I have to trust in God, I would 

have not been able to cope with the miserable state of my 

health, job, finances and family problems.  But I had an  

advantage, I was evangelizing people to trust in God...now I 

just have to practice it myself.  I had to believe on what the 

Church teaches us that suffering has its redemptive value, 

that the sufferings that I went through and will continue to 

experience are invitations to grow closer to the Lord day by 

day.  Just imagine, how many people out there do not know 

God or have lost their faith and do not know how to handle 

the difficulties and challenges of daily lives?  That is why 

we should continue proclaiming the Mercy of God in what-

ever ways.  So many of our brothers and sisters out there 

are in need of our support.   

 

Praying for a Miraculous Cure             
Like everybody else, I pray for a complete healing so that I 

can continue to serve God.  But it is all up to Him.  I ask all 

of you to join me in praying for a miraculous cure for my 

condition.  Although, my heart is now functioning much 

better, I am not totally out of danger.  My kidney is failing 

and I have begun the process of looking for a donor for a 

kidney transplant.  It could take several years for me to find 

a donor and while waiting, I will have to undergo the physi-

cal strain of dialysis.  Very human and weak that I am, I 

pray that I maybe spared of this difficulty.  Believing in the 

power of prayers, I ask you to join me in asking the Lord 

Jesus to place His healing Mercy on me such that I can  

continue to use the gifts He had given me in proclaiming 

His unfathomable Mercy. 

 

Pray, Hope and Donôt Worry 
As many friends have pointed out to me, the Lord did not 

tell me to stop doing His mission.  He just wanted me to 

rest for a while and prioritize the things that are most      

important.   He wanted me to pray more, hope and trust in  

in His Mercy.  He wanted me to not worry about the future 

but instead wanted me to do the best I can with whatever 

time and strength Iôm given - ñPray, hope and donôt worry.  

All will be well in the end.ò   

 

Meanwhile, there is much to do.  We have a busy time 

ahead of us as the Lord had manifested His plans for the 

Divine Mercy Center of Hawaii.  I am excited to be sharing 

these plans with all of you.  But more importantly, I ask for 

your continued support and prayers that I may be able to 

carry out the Lord's work faithfully.  God bless you always. 

 

Your sister in Christ,   

Rose Balayan 

Divine Mercy  

Crusade April 2010 
The annual Divine Mercy        

Crusade will take place in six 

churches in Oahu from April 7-

12 in celebration of the Feast 

of Divine Mercy Sunday.  We 

have invited Fr. Tom Sullivan 

of the Fathers of Mercy based 

in Auburn, Kentucky to help us 

reflect on Godôs invitation to 

approach Him in the Fount of 

His Mercy.  Fr. Tom, a native 

of Havertown, Pennsylvania, is 

a 2004 graduate of Holy Apostles Seminary in Cromwell,                       

Connecticut and was ordained to the priesthood in May            

2004. Prior to his joining the Fathers of Mercy, he owned 

and operated his own roofing company and worked           

extensively with the Missionaries of Charity throughout the 

world and with the Padre Pio Center in Barto, Pennsylvania.  

During the crusade, Fr. Tom will encourage and challenge 

the parish community to make a stronger, deeper commit-

ment to Christ, His Church and the Sacraments. 

 

Blessing of the Sick with  

St. Padre Pio Holy Oil 
Fr. Tom will bless all those             

attending the crusade with the 

holy oil of St. Padre Pio.   He 

will also have a special talk 

on the life of St. Padre Pio in 

celebration of the Year of the 

Priests.  The crusade is a free 

event but love-offerings are most 

welcomed and appreciated. 
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Upcoming Events in Hawaii 

òCome to the             
Fount of Mercyó 
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Blessed Sacrament 

Church in Honolulu 

Celebrates Ten Years 

of Divine Mercy        

Devotion 
 

Ten years ago during the 

Feast of the Divine Mercy 

in April 2000, St. Faustina 

was canonized as the first 

saint of the third millennium, and Pope John Paul II          

declared that the Church will observe the second Sunday 

after Easter as Divine Mercy Sunday.  At that time, a few 

faithful parishioners of the Blessed Sacrament Church in 

Honolulu began the formation of a Divine Mercy cenacle 

prayer and study group that would be instrumental in estab-

lishing a weekly Divine Mercy Devotional Mass every 

Wednesday evening.  Ten years after that initial formation,  

the weekly devotion and study continues under the leader-

ship of Leimomi Kondo.  Devotees who come from various 

parishes, gather at 5:30 pm for Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament.  Prior to the celebration of Holy Mass at 6:30 

pm, the Sacrament of Reconciliation is made available to all 

those who are in need.  Oftentimes during the Mass, the 

homily is supported by the merciful words of Jesus to St. 

Faustina as written in her diary ñDivine Mercy in My 

Soulò.   After the Mass, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy is 

prayed and recently, Ivana Martinez, a 9-year old student of 

the Cathedral Academy leads the congregation in the recita-

tion of the prayer.  The evening devotion is concluded with 

the veneration of the first-class relic of St. Faustina.  A few 

cenacle members meet after the devotion to further study on 

the Churchôs teachings on Divine Mercy.  On special occa-

sions, a fellowship and pot-luck get-together is arranged to 

foster community growth, support and interaction.  We 

thank those who have persevered these past 10 years and 

we pray that many will continue to trust in the Mercy of the 

Lord Jesus.   CONGRATULATIONS!    

We are pleased to announce the Fourth Divine Mercy Con-

ference.  Due to limited funds, resources and time, we are 

organizing our conferences every other year.  It takes a tre-

mendous amount of sacrifice, both financially and physi-

cally, to organize conferences or events of great magnitude.   

The fourth Divine Mercy Conference will be held on           

October 7 ï 9, 2010 (registration required) with a free for 

all session for youth, children and families on October 10.   

The theme for the conference will be ñThe Healing Power 

of Godôs Mercyò.  Subject to change, topics will include 

ñVictory Over Depressionò, ñThe Healing Power of the 

Eucharistò, ñOur Lady, Health of the Sickò, ñDeliver Us 

From Evilò, ñ5 Signs of the Second Coming of Christò, ñTo 

St. Faustina: Prepare the World for the Coming of My 

Sonò, ñHealing of Family Treesò, and more.  There will be 

healing services and on Sunday October 10, there will be 

special healing prayers for generations and families.  More 

details will be provided later.  Be sure you are in our            

mailing list to receive updates.  Keep on checking our           

website for updates.  Donôt miss this event!  Please mark 

your calendars now and spread the word. 

Divine Mercy Healing                 

Conference in October 2010 

October 7 - 10, 2010 

Email or Snail Mail? 

Please help us to update and 

maintain our mailing list.  If 

you feel you are receiving this 

newsletter by mistake, please 

drop us a line, or call us to have 

your name removed.  If you 

want to remain on our list and 

be kept informed about our 

ministry, send us updated infor-

mation.  Have access to the 

internet? Please sign up online 

to receive news via email and 

help us save paper and postage. 

www.divinemercyhawaii.org  

or call 808-389-5764. MAHALO!  
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Divine Mercy Crusade 2010                                     
Organized by The Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine Mercy 

Guest Speaker  

 

Fr. Tom        

Sullivan,  

CPM          

Congregation 

of Fathers of 

Mercy based 

in Kentucky  

Confession, Adoration, Holy Rosary, Holy Mass, Talks        
on Various Divine Mercy Related Topics , Divine Mercy 
Chaplet, Veneration of St. Faustina Relic, Blessing of          

the sick with St. Padre Pio Holy oil (used as a                         
sacramental), Refreshments and Fellowship.  

Schedule of events/topics:  
 

April 7, Wed. 5:30 pm - 9 pm                                                

at Blessed Sacrament, Honolulu                               

ñJesus, The Fount of Lifeò 

April 8, Thu. 5:30 pm - 9 pm                                                

Holy Trinity, Kuliouou                                        

ñFeast of Mercy, Refuge for Soulsò 

April 9, Fri. 5:30 pm - 9 pm                                                

St. Ann, Kaneohe                                                

ñCome to the Fount of Mercy                                     

in the Sacrament of Reconciliationò 

April 10, Sat. 2 pm - 7 pm                                  

St. Joseph, Waipahu                                             

ñCome to the Fount of Mercy                                     

in the Heart of Our Blessed Ladyò 

April 11, Sun. 1 pm - 6:30 pm                                                       

Our Lady of Good Counsel, Pearl City                            

ñCome to the Fount of Mercy                                  

in the Holy Eucharistò 

April 12, Mon. 5:30 pm - 9 pm                                                                                                   

Holy Family, Airport                                             

ñSt. Padre Pio, A Priest of Divine Mercyò                            

   Theme:                                                         

òCome to the                          

Fount of Mercyó 
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April 7, Wednesday 5:30 pm      
Blessed Sacrament Church  
2124 Pauoa Rd., Honolulu 

5:30 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
         Confession 
6:30 pm Benediction 
         Holy Mass 
         Homily:  ñJesus, The Divine Mercy, 
              The Fount of Lifeò 
          (Reflections on the life-giving  
           messages of Divine Mercy)  
8:00 pm Blessing of the sick with the  
              sacramental oil of St. Padre Pio 
              Divine Mercy Chaplet, Holy Rosary 
              Refreshments and Fellowship 
 
 
 

April 8, Thursday 5:30 pm      
Holy Trinity Church  
5919 Kalanianaole Hwy., Honolulu 

5:30 pm Confession 
6:30 pm Holy Mass 
         Homily:  ñThe Feast of Mercy:  
              A Refuge and Shelter for All Soulsò 
          (Reflections on the extra-ordinary 
               promises of Divine Mercy Sunday)  
8:00 pm Blessing of the sick with the  
              sacramental oil of St. Padre Pio 
              Divine Mercy Chaplet, Holy Rosary 
              Refreshments and Fellowship 
 
 
 

April 9, Friday 5:30 pm      
St. Anne Church  
46-129 Haiku Road, Kaheone  
      5:30 pm Confession 

6:30 pm Holy Mass 
         Homily:  ñCome to the Fount of Mercy 
              in the Sacrament of Reconciliationò 
          (Reflections on the Ten 
               Commandments)  
8:00 pm Blessing of the sick with the  
              sacramental oil of St. Padre Pio 
              Divine Mercy Chaplet, Holy Rosary 
              Refreshments and Fellowship 
 
 
 

 

April 10, Saturday Divine Mercy Sunday Vigil  
St. Joseph Church  
94-675 Farrington Highway, Waipahu  

2:00 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
         Talk: ñCome to the Fount of Mercy 
              in the Heart of Our Ladyò 
          (Reflections on Our Lady of Mercy) 
3:00 pm Benediction 
         Blessing of the sick with the  
              sacramental oil of St. Padre Pio 
              Divine Mercy Chaplet, Holy Rosary 
              Refreshments and Fellowship 
4:00 pm Confession (regular parish schedule) 
6:00 pm Divine Mercy Sunday Vigil Mass 
              Fr. Tom Sullivan, CPM - Main celebrant    
         and homilist 
  
 

April 11, Sunday Divine Mercy Sunday  
Our Lady of Good Counsel Church  
1525 Waimano Home Road, Pearl City  
      1:00 pm Confession  

2:00 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
         Talk: ñCome to the Fount of Mercy 
              in the Holy Eucharistò 
          (Reflections on Eucharistic Adoration) 
3:00 pm Benediction 
         Blessing of the sick with the  
              sacramental oil of St. Padre Pio 
              Divine Mercy Chaplet, Holy Rosary 
              Refreshments and Fellowship 
5:30 pm Divine Mercy Sunday Mass 
              Fr. Tom Sullivan, CPM - Main celebrant    
         and homilist 
 
 

April 12, Monday 5:30 pm      
Holy Family Church  
830 Main Street, Honolulu (by Airport area)  
      5:30 pm Confession 

6:30 pm Holy Mass 
         Homily: ñSt. Padre Pio: A Priest of 
              Divine Mercyò 
         (In celebration and observance  
               of the Year of the Priests)  
8:00 pm Blessing of the sick with the  
              sacramental oil of St. Padre Pio 
              Divine Mercy Chaplet, Holy Rosary 
              Refreshments and Fellowship 

Divine Mercy Crusade 2010 Detailed Schedule 
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Filming of the Divine Mercy Chaplet for EWTN 
 

Jesus said to Saint Faustina Kowalska of Poland:  "Say    

unceasingly this chaplet that I have taught you. Whoever 

will recite it will receive great Mercy at the hour of death. 

Priests will recommend it to sinners as their last hope of 

salvation. Even if there were a sinner most hardened, if he 

were to recite this Chaplet only once, he would receive 

grace from My Infinite Mercy. I desire that the  whole 

world know My Infinite Mercy. I desire to grant unimagin-

able graces to those who trust in My Mercy...." (Diary 687)  

Our Lord Jesus referred to the Chaplet of Divine Mercy that 

He dictated word for word to St. Faustina for the whole 

world to pray. 

 

As a priest of the Diocese of Los Teques, Caracas, Vene-

zuela, Fr. Luis Eduardo Rodriguez worked tirelessly in   

creating a short film that would recommend the chaplet as a 

last hope of salvation to mankind.  Fr. Rodriquez embarked 

on this film project with the only global Catholic TV Net-

work - Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN).  The 

film would show different people around the world leading 

in the recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet across 5 conti-

nents.  On February 22 ï 26, 2010 Fr. Rodriguez visited 

Hawaii to capture a representation of the people of Oceania, 

the last of the 5 continents covering the entire world.  He 

travelled extensively across continents and Hawaii was his 

last stop before finalizing the film in time for Divine Mercy 

Sunday.  The film would have its debut showing on Easter 

Sunday.   EWTN has over 180 million viewers across 150 

countries. 

 

While in Hawaii, Fr. Rodriguez 

chose ten settings as background 

in the filming and was assisted 

mainly by Easter Almuena (wife 

of Deacon candidate Joe                 

Almuena), and Rose Balayan, 

director of the Divine Mercy 

Center of Hawaii.  Hawaii was 

blessed to have been chosen as a 

place to represent the fifth conti-

nent with representation from 

various ethnic cultures espe-

cially the Pacific Islanders.    

The scenes included Bishop 

Larry Silva leading a portion of 

the Apostles Creed from the 

comfort of his own office, 

Bishop Silva again with Rose 

Balayan praying inside the Ca-

thedral church, various ethnic 

group representation in their na-

tive costumes ï the Hawaiians, 

Samoans, Micronesians dressed  

in their own cultural attires, and praying at the beach park, a 

family praying the chaplet while fishing, Easter Almuenaôs 

family praying at the home dinner table, the Benedictine 

community in Waialua, the Boy Scouts who went to Rome 

for the canonization of St. Damien, the Divine Mercy 

prayer group at the Blessed Sacrament Church in Honolulu 

being led by a 9 year old student, a family and a priest with 

Molokai as a backdrop setting, a surfer family praying at 

the beach and finally a mother and daughter team praying 

before doing chores at home.  Each scene was filmed 

prayerfully with the chaplet being recited both in English 

and Spanish. 

 

On February 22, 1931 Jesus appeared to a simple unedu-

cated Polish nun and asked her to be the secretary of His 

Mercy.  St.  Faustina would write in a Diary entitled 

ñDivine Mercy in My Soulò the messages as well as the 

forms of devotion to the Divine Mercy as given to us by 

Jesus.  Through St. Faustina, Our Lord gave the world the 

image of Himself as the Merciful Divine Mercy.  He also 

gave us the chaplet and the novena prayers and lastly the 

great promise of graces associated with the Feast of Divine 

Mercy, the Sunday after Easter.  

 

A very simple prayer, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy takes 

half the time it takes to pray the Rosary.  The prayers to the 

chaplet were dictated word for word by Jesus as He                    

instructed us to use the Rosary prayer beads.  A very                   

Eucharistic-centered prayer, the chaplet pleads mercy from 

the Father in heaven on behalf of all mankind. 

 


